PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 
U.S. Appln. No. 09/777,681 



REMARKS 



Applicant hereinabove amends independent claims 3 and 4 to describe features of the 
non-imaging area more particularly. Furthermore, it is believed that the previous amendments to 
claims 9 and 12 in the Amendment of May 22, 2003 has been entered. To the extent that those 
amendments have not been entered, by the accompanying RCE paper, Applicant requests entry 
of prior submitted claim amendments filed on May 22, 2003. 

Entry and consideration of this Amendment are respectfully requested. 
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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 
U.S. Appln. No. 09/777,681 

APPENDIX 

VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

The claims are amended as follows: 

3 (Amended). A fluorescence imaging apparatus, comprising: 

i) excitation light irradiating means for irradiating excitation light to a measuring 
site, the excitation light causing the measuring site to produce fluorescence, 

ii) imaging means for imaging the fluorescence, which has been produced from the 
measuring site when the excitation light is irradiated to the measuring site, and 

iii) imaging control means for controlling operations of the imaging means, 
wherein the imaging means is provided with an image sensor, which comprises a 

plurality of pixels arrayed in two-dimensional directions and which has a fluorescence imaging 
region utilized for the imaging of the fluorescence and a non-imaging region other than the 
fluorescence imaging region, wherein the non-imaging regions comprises a region where the 
fluorescence is not received, and 

the imaging control means controls such that, when signal charges are to be read from the 
image sensor, signal charges, which have been accumulated in at least certain pixels among 
pixels falling within the non-imaging region, are prevented from being read. 

4 (Amended). A fluorescence imaging apparatus, comprising: 
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i) excitation light irradiating means for irradiating excitation light to a measuring 
site, the excitation light causing the measuring site to produce fluorescence, 

ii) imaging means for imaging the fluorescence, which has been produced from the 
measuring site when the excitation light is irradiated to the measuring site, and 

iii) imaging control means for controlling operations of the imaging means, 
wherein the imaging means is provided with a charge transfer type of image sensor, 

which comprises a plurality of pixels arrayed in two-dimensional directions and which has a 
fluorescence imaging region utilized for the imaging of the fluorescence and a non-imaging 
region other than the fluorescence imaging region, wherein the non-imaging region comprises a 
region where the fluorescence is not received, and 

the imaging control means controls such that, when signal charges are to be read from the 
image sensor, signal charges, which have been accumulated in pixels falling within a certain area 
of the non-imaging region, are read with either one of a quick reading operation, in which the 

signal charges are read_at a reading speed higher than the reading speedfor thefluorescence 

imaging region, and a binning reading operation, in which the signal charges having been 
accumulated in a plurality of the pixels are added together, and a total sum signal charge having 
been obtained from the addition is read, and signal charges, which have been accumulated in 
pixels falling within the other area of the non-imaging region, are prevented from being read. 
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